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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : GOP RESPONSE TO FLA DOCUMENT 
REF: PONTA DELGADA 0390 

1. THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED 
ON THE AZOREAN RADIO ON OCTOBER 13 THAT IT RECEIVED IN THE 

MAIL A COPY OF THE FLA PAMPHLET ENTITLED "PROGRAMATIC PRINCIPLES" 
THE COMMUNIQUE MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS. 

1. ALTHOUGH IT CALLS ITSELF DEMOCRATIC, FLAS USES UN- 
DEMOCRATIC METHODS, INTIMIDATIONS AND ASSAULTS. 

2. FLA APPEARED AFTER THE APRIL ELECTIONS IN WHICH 
AZOREANS VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY FOR POLITICAL PARTIES THAT HAVE 
UNANIMOUSLY OPTED FOR AUTONOMY. 

3. FLA LEADERS ARE CONNECTED WITH THE OLD REGIME, 

AND FOREIGN ECONOMIC INTERESTS. THEY ARE LARGE LAND OWNERS 
OF SAO MIGUEL WHO WANT TO EXTEND THEIR EXPLOITATION OF 
PEOPLE OF SAO MIGUEL TO THE OTHER ISLANDS. 

4. THESE MEN NEVER REQUESTED INDEPENDENCE OR AUTONOMY 
UNDER THE OLD REGIME. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE GOP ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF A 
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COPY OF FLA'S PROGRAM, THE COMMUNIQUE DID NOT MENTION FLA'S 
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SO-CALLED ULTIMATIUM ON A REFERENDUM. THE BALL IS NOW IN FLA'S 
COURT. IT MUST DO SOMETHING IN THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS OR IT WILL 
LOSE CREDIBILITY. MANY HERE EXPECT FLA WILL ACT. OTHERS 
BELIEVE IT HAS MADE A SERIOUS ERROR IN TACTICS; IT WILL NOT ACT 
AND WILL THUS LOSE PRESTIGE AND FORCE DEPRIVING THE AZORES OF 
A CRUCIAL SOURCE OF PRESSURE ON THE GOP NEEDED TO OBTAIN 
AUTONOMY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. PFEIFLE 
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